hole in my life
English II Novel Journal

Name:____________________________

Period:_______________

Directions: As we read this novel together, you will keep a journal that will go in your Journal section of your notebook. At the end of our study of the book, you will turn in your journals for a test grade in addition to taking a formal, in-class test. Each day, you will answer questions and write responses to the reading we will cover. You will also keep track of literary terms in this journal. Write the date at the beginning of each day’s journal entries. 
This is a test grade, so your writing should be well-written, detailed, thorough and honest.  Provide textual support when needed either by referring to a specific event or by using and explaining quotes.
Please remember (see #3 below in Journal #1) that you are responsible for journaling about the title of every chapter.


Journal #1:

Date:_________________________
1.  Explain what the title hole in my life could mean.

2.  The epigraph (a phrase, quotation, or poem that is set at the beginning of a document – may serve as a preface or a summary of the work or author’s intentions) of this novel is an Oscar Wilde quote:

“I have learned this:


it is not what one does that is wrong,


but what one becomes 


as a consequence of it.”
What do you think this means and why would Gantos have chosen it as an epigraph for his novel?

3.  Each chapter title is significant in some way.  It prepares the reader ahead of time about what will occur in the chapter.  After we read each chapter, write the title and summarize how the title relates to the chapter we read.
4.  On page 7, there are two examples of situational irony.  Situational irony is where we expect one thing to happen but something else happens instead.  List the two examples of irony on this page.  
Journal #2:

Date:_________________________
Chapter 2 (“misfit”) is an example of a flashback, where the narrative jumps back to a point early in time to help explain something in the narrative’s present.
1. In what way is Jack innocent and in what way is Jack experienced?  Provide specific evidence from the text to support your response.

2. From Chapter 2, list the evidence that suggests that the author is headed toward trouble.

3. The color yellow is symbolic (means that something has value, or more meaning, beyond itself) in this novel.  What does he describe as yellow in Chapter 2?  Look at the cover of the book. What symbolic meaning might the color yellow have?
Journal #3 (“king’s court” – p.20):

Date:_________________________
1. In “king’s court,” what is ironic about Jack’s high school?

2. Who are the special guest speakers at Jack’s high school? Does he learn anything from them? Why or why not?

1. Into which colleges is Jack accepted? What does he decide to do?

Journal #4 (“pair of jacks” – p.39):

Date:_________________________
1.  A motif is a reoccurring image, symbol or idea.  What does Jack repeatedly say he is seeking in his life?  How does that set him up for a risky situation?

2. What purpose does literature serve in Jack’s life?

Journal #5 (p.79):

Date:_________________________
1.  On page 79, Hamilton tells Jack, “I can’t have any drunks on board.” What is ironic about his comment?  Provide textual evidence to support your response.
Journal #6 (“st. croix” – p.57; “bon voyage” – p.72):

Date:_________________________
1. Based on the two chapters, “st.croix” and “bon voyage,” write two open-ended discussion questions that you think a teacher might ask.  These questions should require more than one-word answers.  
Journal #7 (“ship’s log” – p.82; “evidence” – p. 121; “face to face” – p.132):

Date:_________________________
1. Why is the ship’s log the perfect way to write this chapter?  Given that Gantos describes the boat as “a strange floating cell,” what do you think the ship’s log parallels later in the novel?

2. In “evidence,” what do you find is ironic about their sailing trip and their stay in New York?

3. Why is this chapter titled “face to face”? Think beyond the obvious answers.

Journal #8 (“evidence” – p.121; “a long, long day” – p. 141):

Date:_________________________
1. The ship’s log disappears in “evidence.” It reappears in the chapter “a long, long day.” Who has it and for what is it used?

2. What is your opinion of Jack’s dad? Support your answer with quotes and examples from the chapter, “a long, long day.”

Journal #9 (“a long, long day” – p.141; “my yellow cell” – p.154):

Date:_________________________
1. What is your opinion of the prison life that Jack describes? Use textual details to support your opinion.
2. After finishing the novel, what are the major factors that contributed to Jack’s imprisonment?

3. Explain the various meanings of “hole in my life.”

4.  For Jack, how does the loss of his innocence help to create his identity?

5.   Below is the epigraph for the novel.  Why does he choose this epigraph for the novel? 

      “I have learned this:


It is not what one does that is wrong,


but what one becomes


as a consequence of it.”

Novel Literary Terms: Epigraph, Situational Irony, Flashback, Symbolism, Motif
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