“The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can’t read them.”
 – Mark Twain
Welcome to Advanced Placement Language & Composition
Teacher:  Ms. Lear
                   







Room 107
www.learkarr.weebly.com

Goals of course:
Upon completing English III AP, students should be able to:
· analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques;
· apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing;

· create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience;
· write for a variety of purposes;

· produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that
· introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations, and clear transitions;
· demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings;
· demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources;
· move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review;
· write thoughtfully about their own process of composition;

· revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience;

· analyze image as text; and

· evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers.

www.collegeboard.com

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Beers, G. Kylene. Elements of Literature. Fifth Course Literature of the   United States with 


Literature of the Americas. Austin, TX: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2003. Print.

Cohen, Samuel S. 50 Essays: a Portable Anthology. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2007. Print.
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. Print.
Flachmann, Kim. Prose Reader: Essays for Thinking, Reading and Writing. Upper Saddle River, 


NJ: Prentice Hall. ______. Print. 

Kennedy, X. J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Jane E. Aaron. The Bedford Reader. Boston: 


Bedford/St. Martins, 2011. Print.

Oates, Joyce Carol, and Robert Atwan. The Best American Essays of the Century. Boston: 


Houghton Mifflin, 2000. Print. 
Wilder, Thornton. Our Town. Print.
COURSE OVERVIEW
Students in the course will be preparing for three major tests--the Louisiana End of Course test, ACT, and the AP Language Exam.  The first semester focuses on ideas in American Literature, styles of writings, rhetorical devices used within these pieces, along with independent reading from The Bedford Reader and a novel off the offered list. The second semester focuses on non-fiction readings from 50 Essays, a class novel, and independent readings from The Prose Reader, The Best American Essays, along with weekly essay writing assignments.
Ongoing throughout semesters:  Ongoing vocabulary development.  Ongoing steps in writing/process.  Writing workshops/class readings of students’ writing.  Peer evaluations.  Rhetorical analysis.  Annotating text.   Ongoing revision of sentences, creating more complex sentence structure before writing and when revising. Discussions and analysis of other writers’ sentence structure as we read.
Students will be able to identify and write using the following modes of writing:
Narration
Description
Example
Exposition
Comparison and Contrast
Process Analysis
Division or Analysis
Classification
Cause and Effect
Definition
Argument and Persuasion
Students will be able to analyze readings for the following rhetorical and literary devices and strategies and use them in their own writing:
	abstract and concrete
active voice
alliteration
allusion
analogy
analysis
anecdote
audience
appeals
cliche
connotation and denotation
definition
diction
emphasis
euphemism
evidence

	simile
metaphor
personification
hyperbole
paradox
flashback
generalization
image/imagery
irony
jargon
parallelism/parallel structure
point of view
purpose
repetition
rhetorical question
sarcasm
satire
sentimentality
suspense
tone 
transition
thesis
voice
understatement

	ethos
pathos
logos
rational appeals
emotional appeals
ethical appeals 
non sequitor
oversimplificatin
hasty generalization
either/or reasoning
argument from doubtful or unidentified authority
ad hominem
begging the question
post hoc, ergo propter hoc
false analogy




Student evaluation throughout the course will include:
Essay tests, timed writings, multiple choice tests, homework reading assignments and quizzes, presentations, class discussions, peer analysis, scored essay and writing/portfolio
TEXTBOOK POLICY:
If we hand out books, you will be responsible for taking care of your textbooks and novels during the school year.  Any lost or ruined textbooks will need to be replaced, so you, the student, will be responsible for covering the costs.    

ONLINE CLASS TOOLS:

A number of online tools will be utilized in this course, including but not limited to:  

· www.learkarr.weebly.com:  Provides students with access to class materials and school email.

· www.quizlet.com:  Students will be able to access their vocabulary lists here and will be able to practice.
· www.commonlit.com:  Students will complete independent reading assignmnets here that also ask test-prep style questions.
SUPPLIES:
Each day you come to class, you need to be prepared to participate in the class activities.  


· Blue or black ink pen.

· 3” binder (with loose leaf and dividers)

· Highlighter

· Folder

· Recommended:  

· Post-its for various activities 

· Additional colors of pens to assist with annotation activities

· Flash drive (or access to online program such as Google, Onedrive, or other)

GRADING:
A. Each student’s grade will be based on Edna Karr’s Grade Scale:
[image: image1.png]While you will be given updates
once a month, it iz ultimately
TOUR responsihility to keep up
onyour grade.




B.  Each student’s grade will be comprised of the following categorical percentages:


Major:  Compositions/Projects/Tests

40%
Minor:  Quizzes/Homework/Daily

40%
English III EOC/ Final Exam


20%

HOMEWORK:
You have homework EVERY night.  Read, study, or complete work not finished in class.  Just do it! It will make the transition to college easier.
MAKE-UP WORK:
You may complete make-up work for any absence, but you will only receive full credit for excused absences, as defined in the Student Handbook. Those with excused absences will have two days to make up work.  ALL MAKE-UP WORK WILL NEED TO BE COMPLETED IN AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING.
CLASSROOM RULES & EXPECTATIONS:
This particular teacher LOVES rules.  They give us a boundary so we make informed decisions about our choices and what the consequences will be.
All Edna Karr policies will be followed to the letter, where applicable.  Our uniform policy will be strictly enforced.  Classroom rules are in accordance with all school rules and expectations.  Furthermore, cell phones and other unapproved electronic devices are strictly prohibited.  Using a cell phone and/or electronic device can result in a 9-week item confiscation.  
Room 107-specific rules include:

· Come to class prepared with supplies, homework, and a positive attitude.

· Follow school policies.

· Respect yourself, your classmates, your teachers, and your classroom.

· Use language properly, whether spoken or written.

The following system of consequences will be followed, where applicable.  Some situations (such as the cell phone policy) will follow school code consequences:
1st offense-  verbal warning (possibly a call home, depending on severity)
2nd offense-  20 minute detention with teacher; call home.
3rd offense-  40 minute  detention with teacher; call home.
4th offense-  School Wide Detention 
*For any offense after the first, I will call parent/guardian.

**Removal from the room may also be a consequence, if needed.

*** Depending on the severity of the situation, not all situations will follow this plan.

SUBSTITUTE CLAUSE:
As a former substitute teacher, I know how difficult it can be to come into a room full of students and teach for the day.  Therefore, I expect you to be absolutely respectful and helpful to any guest in the room.  Failure to do so will result in a double detention, if not worse. 
MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION FORMATTING (MLA):
All assignments will be expected to be presented in the format outlined by MLA standards.  Ms. Lear will of course assist you in your knowledge of these standards. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY:
Karr students are expected to complete all assignments and all tests/exams honestly.  To ensure that all Karr students produce their own work, the following Academic Honesty Policy is enforced.  For the purposes of this policy, cheating is defined as “accepting or providing work or information that is not one’s own.

	OFFENSE

TYPE
	MAJOR OFFENSE

(EXAM, CHAPTER/UNIT TEST, RESEARCH/TERM PAPER)
	MINOR OFFENSE

(QUIZ, CLASSROOM WORK, HOMEWORK)

	1st 
	F on assignment; Parent conference
	F on assignment; phone call to parent

	2nd 
	F on assignment; In-school counseling; removal from elected office/position; unable to represent school at outside academic or leadership functions
	F on assignment; Parent/Teacher conference

	3rd 
	F on assignment; Saturday school
	F on assignment; In-school counseling; removal from elected office/position; unable to represent school at outside academic or leadership functions

	4th 
	F on assignment; Suspension
	F on assignment; Saturday school

	5th 
	F on assignment; Suspension
	F on assignment; Suspension


LEAVING CLASS:
Don’t.  If you must, select a time not within the 20/20 period that is appropriate, make sure you are wearing the pass vest, and sign out on the clipboard upon leaving and return.  Make your trip quick and purposeful, and return quietly. No trips to lockers will be permitted.

DO NOWS:
There will always be something to do when you arrive, so look at the front to see, and then start doing it.
ASSIGNMENT OF THE WEEK:

Each Monday, you will receive a new article to read, annotate, and respond to.  This homework is weekly and due on Friday.  Its purpose is to encourage nonfiction reading, exposure to different ideas, and practice in reflective writing.

WEEBLY:
We will complete quite a bit of online work.  It will be your responsibility to make sure you have access to our class page, either at home or by arranging time after school.

DISMISSAL:
I will excuse you, not the bell.  Do not fear that I will make you late.  I won’t.  If class ends a little early, do not leave your seats before the bell rings.  As the saying goes, you’re not cattle, so don’t herd.

ROOM 107:
The interior of the room has been designed specifically to be a calm and welcoming place for you to study the subject of English.  We have no control over the outside, however, which may affect the volume of our class.  Please do not add additional noise to the volume, and please be patient with it.

NEED HELP?
* If you need help at another time, please talk to me and we can try to make arrangements. 

You can also email me at geri.lear@inspirenolaschools.org.  I have it connected to my phone so I can get your emails in the evening and try to get back to you as soon as possible.
A	93-100


B	92-85	


C	84-75


D	74-67


F	66 and below:  Failing








